
Thinking about this past year I was reminded of the Gary Larson cartoon featuring God at 
the computer. It shows an old man with a beard, looking at a computer with his finger
hovering over a button that says “smite.”

I don’t believe that God smites; rather, this past year felt like someone pushed the pause
button and it got stuck. The shelter in place effectively paused our lives and almost
everything was put on hold: weddings, baptisms, funerals, celebrations, and gatherings.  
And then slowly, this summer, the button was gently released and our lives began to restart.

One thing about starting and stopping our out-and-about lives is that I have a clearer
understanding of important values that I may have taken for granted in my pre-COVID life. 
I have a clearer picture of how not to let the busyness of the world drown out family time 
and time with things I love and value. It's been like a grand reprioritization, one that
everyone is taking. People all over the country are reprioritizing, rethinking, reevaluating.
Businesses are calling it “the great resignation” as people change their lives to better match
their priorities. Friends and colleagues are moving to be closer to family and to start their
lives in jobs they hope will be a new and different beginning. 

That is true in our own community as well. Over the past year, we've had 
many goodbyes and hellos as people rebalanced and reprioritized. Even 
our own small staff had three retirements this year.
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It seems unbelievable! Thirty-five years ago I was ordained at Grace
Cathedral.

My home parish was and is St. Paul’s. It is impossible to love St. Paul’s
without first loving the people. There is both peace and energy among
them that I found nowhere else. Prayer is a constant that does not stop
after Sunday services. Serving as a deacon always brought a sense of...

Cont'd. on pg. 3

Transitions

This is a bittersweet time of transition for St. Paul's. We congratulate The Rev. Margaretmary Staller, who
is retiring to the title Deacon Emeritus. We also bid farewell to The Rev. Laurie Moyer, who is retiring after
serving at St. Paul's for two and a half years. The Epistle editorial team asked each of them to share their
favorite memories of St. Paul's, as well as their future plans.

What's next for me? A test trip to a northern California national park to see what long travel
might be possible, because in 2022 I hope to do a "See the USA in my Chevrolet” (well, actually,
my Honda Fit). I want to see my daughter, my mother (age 98), all my brothers and sisters (10 still
living), nephews and nieces here and there and their children, and as many national parks as I can
squeeze in along the way. I'll start March 1 and head south in California, go east to Texas,
Tennessee, and Florida, then north to Washington, DC, Syracuse, New York, and Nova Scotia.
Then I will turn west to Missouri, Yellowstone, Washington, and south to home. About three
months total and my dream trip for years. I hope it happens! 

What have I loved most about serving at St. Paul’s? I can’t designate just one
treasured memory, as there are just  too many! But to name a few:

The Rev. Margaretmary Staller, Deacon Emeritus 

How generous people were with comments on my sermons. I received
mostly good comments, some questions, and corrections. All these
showed me that people were paying attention—the greatest
compliment. Thank you! 
The Thursday afternoon Bible Study—the laughs, the good art, the
creativity.
And then, how gracious everyone has been to me.
By far, my favorite memories include Glorious Easter in the church in
2019 and Glorious Easter online 2020!

The Rev. Laurie Moyer: Looking Back and Forward
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...deep belonging to God and to the service of His people. To have shared some of 
our people’s walk was and is a gift. Thank you!

My memories are many. When St. Paul’s was linked with St. Luke’s I was a hospice
chaplain and Pastoral Associate at St. Luke’s. Clint Phalen’s mother was part of 
both. When she was dying and I was on my way to her bedside I phoned and left a
message to advise the rector. Just as we began a prayer and addressed the Lord 
the phone rang and announced the rector calling. Prayer is a constant at St. Paul’s!

In gratitude, I look forward to continuing as part of St. Paul’s, especially in its 
prayer life.

The Rev. Margaretmary Staller

The Epistle editorial team asked:
 

How Has The Pandemic
Changed How You Give? 

Cont'd. from pg. 2

 
The Rev. Margaretmary Staller
For the first four months of the pandemic, I continued the ministry of
hospice chaplaincy. Phone calls and Zoom followed to include grieving
families. During this time my awareness of the spiritual deepened. In this
continued interfaith ministry it has become obvious that we need to see
each other as dignified human beings.

Ned Soares
As the pandemic just kept going, removing me from more and more
outside connections with people, I began to withdraw into myself.
When the stimulus checks came I found I did not need it as no traveling
and no eating out with friends had cut down on expenses. Hearing
suggestions from others about giving a portion of the stimulus to
charity, I gave all of my checks to charities, particularly those that were
most involved with the pandemic. When some outdoor activities
began to open again, I spent extra time pruning roses in church, and in
school and park gardens. This became a time of quiet and even
spiritual meditation for me. As the world slowly opens up again into a
new normal, I am looking forward to joining with people to enrich the
lives of others with whom I interact.

Church Life



Lynn and Mike Yale
We are excited about being able to hug and see everyone’s
smile, gather often with family and friends indoors as well as
outdoors, see family we have not seen for one and a half
years. Mostly we just have this free feeling of new
opportunities for doing things we had always enjoyed prior
to COVID!

Laura Williams
Hugs! It feels so good to hug and be hugged again, and just to be in the
company of family and friends. Welcome back, everyone!
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What are you excited about doing again once
there are no restrictions, no masks, no worries! 

The Epistle editorial team posed the question:

John D. Williams
Simple things like: not having to breathe through a mask while talking with family
and friends, shopping at the supermarket, eating in a restaurant, enjoying model
railroading activities at the club, and even going to the movies.

Church Life

Mike Siebert
Worshipping together again, experiencing the beauty of our liturgy and music,
and being with friends and loved ones in person. Praise be to God!



 
Do you ever wonder how your charitable dollars are spent when you give to a non-profit organization?
Wonder no more with “guidance for philanthropic decision-making” by Charity Navigator.

To ensure their “ratings remain objective,” the organizations reviewed are not charged for Charity Navigator’s
reviews. Organizations are rated by Charity Navigator for “how efficiently [they] steward donations,” as well
as their accountability and transparency in their use of your contributions. Charity Navigator is itself 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

“Ratings show charitable givers/social investors how efficiently we believe a charity will use their support,
how well it has sustained its programs and services over time, and their level of commitment to good
governance, best practices, and openness with information. In addition to ratings, our team provides tips 
for donors, curates lists of nonprofits responding to disasters and current events (Hot Topics), and simplifies
your gift-giving with the Giving Basket.”

Charity Navigator’s “Five Steps to Informed Giving” are fully explained on their website, charitynavigator.org.
The steps include:

Step 1: Be proactive in your giving
Step 2: Research before giving
Step 3: Discuss results and impact
Step 4: Consider the way you give
Step 5: Follow your investment

Excerpted from Charity Navigator: Your Guide to Intelligent Giving: charitynavigator.org
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Charity Navigator:
Your Guide to Intelligent Giving

Compiled by SHERI GROSJEAN

What is Charity Navigator?
Charity Navigator is a charity assessment

organization that evaluates hundreds of thousands
of charitable organizations based in the United

States, operating as a free 501(c)(3) organization.
Source: Wikipedia

Learn how you can "go paperless" and help sustain the life-enhancing ministries at St. Paul’s!

Supporting St. Paul's

Shop at AmazonSmile
When you shop at AmazonSmile, 0.5% of eligible

purchases will be donated to your favorite
nonprofit, such as St. Paul’s, with no fees or

added costs. To get started, visit
smile.Amazon.com.

Send a Text
You can donate via Apple Pay, Paypal, or credit card

by texting 44321 and entering stpaulswc in the
message box. A message with a secure link will
appear after a few moments and voila! You're 

ready to make your donation.

https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=4756
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=4756
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=4756
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=489
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=2013
https://www.charitynavigator.org/


The Parish Hall is quiet and empty again after a month of being home to four families. Because of COVID,
these families and the Winter Nights staff became a cohesive pod, with no other people interacting with
our guests.

Also, our volunteer involvement this year was limited to providing three meals a day for one week. The
food was picked up from an exterior door and the staff took over the final preparations, plating, and
serving. They and the guests did all the required cleaning to follow COVID standards.

All food needed to be prepared in certified kitchens. Because St. Paul’s has a certified kitchen and Richard
Kemink is a certified kitchen manager, the team was able to cook three days’ worth of meals, thereby
having to purchase meals for only four days. Our amazing food coordinator, Anne Morton, and her
awesome cooking “staff"provided all the food for only $1,001.
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Volunteers this year were Pat Baxter, Nancy Burchett, Susan
Burpee, Tom Chaffee, Nancy Falkenstine, Maureen Horton,
Richard Kemink, Anne and Lyle Morton, Sue Phalen, Mike Siebert,
Lisa Bell Stewart, Phil Webster, Laura Williams, and Mike Yale.
Thanks also to Angie Beal and her Hillcrest Congregational Team for
co-hosting one week and to Anita Weil and her Temple Isaiah Team
for hosting two weeks. Not to mention our heartfelt appreciation to
Trinity Center for providing access to the showers and laundry
facilities for the entire month.

By SUE PHALEN

Winter Nights Family Shelter 
at St. Paul's

From St. Paul's, our Winter Nights guests moved on to the final church site for this year. The 2021-2022
year has already been scheduled. We plan to go back to our “old” system of two weeks at each
congregation, with full volunteer involvement, so mark your calendar! Our hosting dates will be
February 28 to March 14, 2022.

 It's not too late to help! 
If you would like to help defray our costs, you can still do so.

On the memo line of your check,  please write
"Winter Nights at St. Paul’s."



New Associate: St. Paul’s is excited to welcome our new associate rector, The Rev. Lynne Sharp, in
September. We're preparing for her anticipated arrival.

Regathering: Our current worship schedule is highly affected by regathering rules from the County, the
State, and especially the Diocese. We are keeping a close watch and adjusting as we go, balancing
everyone’s desires to get back in person while following guidelines and addressing safety issues. Watch for
announcements of a special parish meeting, during which parishioners will be asked to give feedback on
the first four to six weeks of our return to in-person worship.

Reopening Party: The Community Life Vestry Pod is planning a big welcome-back celebration in
September following the worship service. Food, activities, and just being together are all in the works.
Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 12!

Real Estate: The hardworking Real Estate Committee
continues to refine and strengthen St. Paul’s relationships
with St. Paul’s Commons, Trinity Center, My Spanish Village,
and other tenants. Due to a minor fire at the Commons,
there was water damage to the new church meeting rooms,
and plans for repairs were finalized in July. 

Finances: The Vestry continues to expand its financial
knowledge by accessing resources such as the informative
online information seminars provided by the Diocese. 

Jennifer Machado, our Chief Financial Officer (CFO),
reported a $23,888 positive balance for the calendar year
through May 2021. Two factors helped: Our frugal staff has
not spent much this year and there have been continuing
generous donations for which we are very grateful.

Vestry Highlights 
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By JESSICA BEERBAUM

Vestry Members
Lisa Bell Stewart , Senior Warden

Susan Burpee, Junior Warden
Jessica Beerbaum, Tom Chaffee,

Melanie Corry, Marianne Johnson,
Ned Soares, Jim Ward, Jerry Williams

and Mary-Jane Wood. 
Jennifer Machado, CFO

Ronnie Marty, Clerk

Wonder what your Vestry has been up to in recent months? Here's a snapshot of just a few of the many
projects we've been working on.

St. Paul's members are invited to attend Vestry meetings which are held the third Monday of every month at
6:30 pm via Zoom. Minutes are also archived on our website at stpaulswc.org/vestry-meeting-and-minutes.



~A LOOK BACK~

With every transition comes heavy hearts and grief. It is a sign of lives deeply loved. We must bless them on
their way, which is hard but necessary. I am thankful that our paths crossed and we had so much to share
on our journey together. 

I could write more than this article will allow, giving thanks for each of the staff who is retiring this summer.
Dr. Larry Crummer gifted us with musical talent that weaved voices together and kept us singing
throughout the darkest days of the pandemic. The Rev. Margaretmary Staller gifted our community with
her wisdom from years of service and became a constant and reassuring presence in our lives, sharing
compline and hearing her proclaim the gospel over our computers and TVs. The Rev. Laurie Moyer
faithfully shared her pastoral and preaching skills over the past two and a half years, helping where she
could, leading compline, and engaging people with stimulating and robust conversations about the weekly
scripture in her Bible studies. 

We give thanks for their ministries and wish them well on their journeys. My heart, although sad, gives
thanks for their love, ministries, and talents. With all due respect to Gary Larson, when it comes to the time
we shared together, I suspect God's computer might also have a "spread love and light" button.

The past year was not the year that any of us expected, was it?

And yet, in many ways, as individuals, as Trinity Center, a nation, and a global family, 
we have accomplished more this last year than we might have expected in a “normal”
year. And we certainly achieved more than we thought we could in the middle of a
pandemic, complicated by strained social bonds and economic upheaval. We celebrated
as dozens of our members moved into their new homes at St. Paul’s Commons 
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Community

By MOLLY PFAU CLOPP,  TRINITY CENTER BOARD CHAIR

A  Message From Rev. Krista Cont'd. from pg. 1

and elsewhere. In the face of COVID-19 we kept our doors and hearts open, knowing that for many, Trinity
Center is the only place they can “shelter-in-place” and we have continued to keep each other safe against
illness, isolation, and despair. We moved into our beautiful new home on Trinity Avenue in May 2020 and
strengthened partnerships with other critical service organizations to serve the growing need in our
county. Our partnerships with Loaves and Fishes and White Pony Express enhance the services we can
provide to our members and the community as well. 

In my role as Trinity Center Board Chair since August 2020, I have learned a tremendous amount about this
remarkable organization and all the things that make it special. We have amazing leaders and staff who
work tirelessly for Trinity members. We are honored to have been recognized with accolades including
2020 California Nonprofit of the Year, Outstanding Innovative Program, and Making a Difference Award. We
recently joined and were recognized by the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce. The best achievement is that
we are all still here, we are together, and we are looking with hope to the future as we continue to develop
new services, reach wider circles of supporters, and prepare to be here for people who may never have
thought they would be facing hunger and lack of housing.
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Classically trained, Austin & Owens performed both original pieces and all-time favorites from flamenco,
jazz, and rock genres. They combined rhythm guitar and melody ad-lib,  effortlessly trading roles back and
forth on their "sister-made" guitars (both made from the same pieces of wood), with great energy,
coolness, and virtuosity throughout the entire performance. Opening with original pieces Ceago and
Mojito, the audience was warmed up with light but punctuated flamenco/jazz. Moving into the Rolling
Stones' Paint It Black, they turned up the energy and kept it on high octane throughout the rest of the
performance. Then, ever-so-gently, they brought us back to earth with Unchained Melody by the Righteous
Brothers. They described their style as “dueling guitars,” where they would play off each other’s solos and
take it up a notch by trading rhythm and melody. The treat for the audience was that the solo and rhythm
parts danced around and through each other, and then joining on culminating licks with such precision
and coordination, it caught your ear, pulling you into their energy and all you could do is smile and blurt
out, “Yeahh!”

Natsuki Fukasawa 
What a splendid evening of music! Steinway Artist Natsuki Fukasawa presented a stunning program of
classical piano. I was entranced throughout the entire evening. With agility and a mighty force, yet with the
tenderness of the most gracious of artists, Ms. Fukasawa performed a wonderful collection of pieces,

Have you ever had a piece of music take you from the plain 
and droll, and sweep you into a new river of life and energy?  

9

Concert Reviews

Austin & Owens

This is exactly what this concert did for me. Our Concert Series in May presented the guitar duo, Austin &
Owens and it was incredible! 

 including the sweet composition Invisibles, Op. 124 by Miguel del Águila and beautiful modern pieces such
as Poulenc’s Mélancolie. Then, what an absolute treat of Rachmaninoff compositions for the second half of
the performance. Nearly moved to tears, we listened to Rachmaninoff’s, 
Do Not Sing, My Beauty which was performed flawlessly and with the grace 
of angel wings. Then, when we thought the music couldn’t get any more
beautiful, Ms. Fukasawa wrapped up the performance with Rachmaninoff’s 
Sonata No. 2 in B-flat Minor, Op. 36. Absolutely incredible, outstanding! 

This music will remain in my head for a long time to come.

Couldn't make our two recent online
concerts? Well, don't worry: These
glowing reviews by Deborah Webster,
St. Paul's Concert Series Production
Manager, will make you feel as if you
had a front-row seat!

Just added! 
In--person & online concert
featuring Julliard graduate 

Misha Galant, pianist 
Saturday, August 28 | 7pm

stpaulswc.org/concert-series
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We have the tallest lemon tree our tree trimmer has
ever seen. It’s at least 15 feet high and bears Eureka
lemons year-round. So, when I need to bake
something it usually involves lemons, such as this
loaf recipe that I found on Pinterest. It’s not too
sweet (or too lemony), it’s vegan, and if you
substitute applesauce for the oil it’s practically 
fat-free. 

Here's the recipe. Enjoy! 

Oh, So Many Lemons!

By MARIANNE JOHNSON

2 cups flour
1-1/2 teaspoons baking powder
3/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1 cup sugar (or xylitol for sugar-free)
3/4 cup milk of choice
1/2 cup plain yogurt such as almond milk yogurt
1/4 cup oil or substitute applesauce
1/4 cup lemon juice
Zest of 1 large or 2 small lemons (1 tablespoon total)
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

Ingredients:

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Grease a 9X5 loaf pan. 
In a large bowl, combine all dry ingredients. 
Whisk liquid ingredients in a separate bowl, combine wet and dry, then
stir until just evenly mixed and spread into the pan. 
Bake 50-55 minutes or until loaf has risen and a toothpick inserted into
the center comes out clean.
 If desired, frost with either melted coconut butter or 1/2 cup powdered
sugar combined with 1 tablespoon milk of choice.

Directions:
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Matthew 6: 25-34 
NRSV

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?
Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a
single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin,  yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore
do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will
be given to you as well.

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is
enough for today.”

Introducing Your New Online
Reservation Service

Welcome to thisspace, St. Paul's convenient new one-stop
online reservation service. No more sending emails, making
phone calls, or waiting for the office to open. With a simple
"click" on your computer or mobile device, you'll find
reserving rooms as simple as 1, 2, 3, done! 

Later this summer, St. Paul's members, guests, and local
nonprofits will start using thisspace to reserve rooms for
both church and community meetings and events. Learn
more about thisspace at usethisspace.com and look for
details in an email coming soon!

11

Inspiration



1924 Trinity Avenue
Walnut Creek, CA

94596

(925) 934-2324

info@stpaulswc.org

Office Hours
Monday & Wednesday

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Enjoy past issues of 
The Epistle online at

stpaulswc.org/newsletter

TIME DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY
Address correction requested

Sunday Services
In-person: 8:30 am
Online: 11:00 am


